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Spring Yard Sale is May 17 th 
 
Spring is finally here – and with it comes First Parish’s annual 
Yard Sale, this year to be held on Saturday, May 17th from 
8AM to 2PM.  Along with Ye Olde Meetinghouse Fair, the 
Yard Sale is one of First Parish’s biggest fundraisers – and 
your help is needed to ensure it is a success. 
 
There are lots of ways you can help.  Sign up now in the Par-
ish Hall lobby – or call Chairperson Pam Kane (781-326-
3436. 
 
For specific ideas about how you can help, turn to page 3 of 
this Spire – and see you on the 17th! 

The Sisters of Swing  
Are Back! 

 Save Sunday, May 18th 
at 4PM for another exciting 
performance by the Sisters of 
Swing! 
 Back by popular de-
mand, Roberta Radley, Ruthie 
Ristick, and Gaye Hatfield will 
give you a 21st century taste of 
the wonderful female singing 
group sound and the timeless 
songs of long ago – perfect for 
the whole family. 
 Tickets are $12, ($10/
seniors and students, $30 fam-
ily maximum) and will be avail-
able during Coffee Hours in 
May. 

Energy Fair 

 Taking care of our envi-
ronment is imperative in this 
age of global warming – and 
First Parish is trying to make it 
easier for you to learn how. 
 On Saturday, May 10th 
our Parish Hall will be full of 
vendors, displays, free hand-
outs, and hands-on activities 
designed to help faithful stew-
ards of all ages take better 
care of the planet by saving 
energy and money! 
 So stop by between 
9AM and 2PM – and bring 
your family, friends and 
neighbors! 

Mini Walk for Hunger   
Sunday, May 4 during Worship 

 It’s time to “lace-up” for 
our annual “Mini-Walk For 
Hunger”!!  Rain or shine, we 
anticipate a fun-filled event on 
Sunday, May 4th, as we walk 
to raise money for Project 
Bread – the organization that 
supports over 400 emergency 
food programs in Massachu-
setts.  Project Bread’s 40th 
Walk for Hunger will be held in 
Boston on the same day, and 
we are excited to sponsor our 
own “mini-walk” to help them 
fight hunger.  
 This year’s “mini-
walkers” (and their donations) 
will put miles between hunger 
and those in need when they 
“walk the bases” at the West-

wood High School baseball 
diamond, adjacent to the Par-
sonage.  Please have your 
children wear their sneakers 
on Sunday, May 4th and join 
us for this meaningful event.  
Event details will be mailed 
shortly. 
 Additionally, the Church 
School is sponsoring a Food 
Drive throughout May to bene-
fit the Westwood Food Pantry. 
Non perishable items will be 
received in the Parish Hall all 
month and will be delivered 
after Memorial Day so the 
pantry will be stocked for the 
summer. 5th and 6th graders 
will be invited to help deliver 
and sort the items. 



 2 

 

The Clapboardtree Spire  

 

The Clapboardtree Spire is published monthly, September - 
June by and for The First Parish of Westwood, United 
Church.  Material should be submitted to the church office 
by the third Friday of the prior month.    

Interim Pastor:     Rev.  Dr. David Stryker 
     Phone:    781-326-0135 
     Email:    revstryker@firstparishwestwood.org 
Asst. Minister:    Joshua Gray 
     Phone:    781-326-3997 
     Email:       jgray@firstparishwestwood.org
      
Moderator:     Doug Hyde 
 CE Admin.:           Donna Bertazzoni       
     Phone:    781-326-3141      
     Email:    dbzoni@firstparishwestwood.org 
Treasurer:    Cathy Ellis 
     Phone:    781-326-5344 
     Email:    treasurer@firstparishwestwood.org 
Music Director:    Joshua Nannestad 
     Phone:    978-562-5614 
     Email:    nannestad@gmail.com 
Parish Nurse:    Margery Eramo 
     Phone:    781-326-3997 
     Email:    meramo@firstparishwestwood.org 
Secretary:    Judy Holbrook 
Sexton:          Denis Wholey  
Office Hours:    Mon.-Fri., 9AM-3PM 
     Phone:    781-326-5344  
     Email:    parish1st@firstparishwestwood.org 
     Fax:          781-326-5954 
     Web Site:    www.firstparishwestwood.org  
Cottage:    781-326-3997 

Lifetimes Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Birthdays 
 

May 1    Reese Bigelow, Craig Burgess 
May 2    Jeannie Germano  
May 4    Jeremy Allen, Joshua Nannestad 

   Diana Lassen  
May 5    Blair Baldwin, Robert Baldwin,  
    Braden Joe 
May 7    Ruth Miller, Jon Peterson 
May 8    Alison Bertazzoni, Jamie Vaccaro 

   Matthew Werth 
May 11   Peter Cannon, Doug Gorman 
May 12   Shannon Condon,  
    Carrie Connaughton 

   William Gettings, Claire Mancin 
   Jason Poreda 

May 13   Emily Stefans  
May 16   Maggie Der Marderosian  
May 17   Brent Peterson  
May 19   Kevin Liebrock, Chris Pfaff 
May 20   Molly Speros  
May 21   Christian Heidelberger  
May 22   Carl Witt  
May 23   Brian Davis, Katherine Heidelberger 

   Bill Reiland 
May 25   Grace McMurray  
May 26   Susan Abbadessa, Eric Peterson 
May 28   Charlie Domina, Andrew Smith 
May 29   Neal Clay III  
May 30   Laura Burgess, Jane Forsberg 
May 31   Leslie Condon 
 
 

Anniversaries 
 
May 4  Reese & Jackie Bigelow  

Cosmo & Nancy Nocca 
May 6  Peter & Joan Stefans  
May 7  David & Lynn Porter  
May 11 Tom & Gail Miskell  
May 18 Jim & Barb Worth  
May 20 Carrie & Terry Connaughton  

Email: 
· Michael Ellis:  elihabsfan@aol.com 

 
Address Change: 

· Ellen Youlden:  New Pond Village, 
Crosby House, Apt. D250, 180 Main St., 
Walpole MA  02081, 508-734-5643 
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It’s the Yard Sale! 
Saturday, May 17 th  9am – 2pm 

 

There Are Lots of Ways YOU Can Help! 
 

 
                              Donations:  If it’s clean and not broken and dangerous, WE WANT IT!  

  

Don’t throw it away – donate it!  Bring your donations to the Parish Hall any time after 7PM on Thursday, 
May 15th and leave them on the stage.  If you must donate before then, please store your items neatly in 
the Parsonage barn – but please try to wait.  Storage space is extremely limited, and we have to move all 
the donations across the street before the sale! 
· If you donation is large  and difficult to move, please contact Pam Kane before dropping it off. 
· No computer or outdated sound equipment , please. 
 
What We Need: 
· Children’s Used Clothing and Accessories :  If your little ones aren’t so little any more, donate all 

those cute clothes and kiddy items to the Yard Sale! 
· Baked Goods:   We’re looking for lots of home-baked donations, especially the ever-popular cup-

cakes, cookies, bars and squares, and breads.  Ingredient check-lists (required by the Board of Health) 
are available in the church office and must accompany each donation.  We are not allowed to sell 
anthing with a semi-liquid consistency, such as puddings, custards or cheesecakes.  If possible break 
up batches of baked items into individual servings (ziplock bags work great). Baked goods should be 
delivered to the Parish Hall the day before the Yard Sale or very early on Saturday morning. 

· Used Books:   Hardcover and paperback books are always popular, as are puzzles and children’s 
games.  Please note:  books should be dry, in good condition and no more than 10 years old.  Games 
and puzzles should have all their pieces! 

· Spring Flowers and Plants:   The Yard Sale is a perfect time to offer spring flowers, potted divisions 
of your favorite perennial plants, indoor plant arrangements, or vegetable seedlings for planting.  Call 
Pam Kane for further information. 

 
Volunteers;  We need volunteers of all kinds! 
· Pricers and Sorters:  The true “unsung heroes” of the Yard Sale, pricers and sorters sift through all 

the bags and boxes of donations, attaching price tags and dividing contributions up into display catego-
ries.  Work begins in earnest at 7PM on Thursday, May 15th and continues all day Friday, May 16th.  
Come when you can – and bring a friend! 

· Sales & Marketing:   If you can’t help before the Yard Sale, can you volunteer for part of Saturday by 
helping keep track of all the donations on one of the tables or by assisting with either the Baked Goods 
or Spring Plant tables?  Strong backs are also useful, to help customers get the heavier treasures to 
their cars.  Many time slots are available – speak to Pam Kane to get the one best for you! 

· Set up and Breakdown:   Help is always needed before and after the Yard Sale, setting up and 
breaking down.  Set up starts on Thursday, May 15th at 7PM – those with trucks or SUV’s capable of 
transporting things from the barn to the Parish Hall are especially needed.  After 2PM on Saturday, 
May 17th, help is needed transporting all the left over goods out of the Parish Hall and breaking down 
the tables.  Many hands make light work – help if you can! 

 
Customers:   
Of course, we need lots of customers!  If you cannot volunteer to help, how about coming as a customer 
– and bringing several of your friends?  We need people to buy all this “great stuff”, so talk it up around 
town.  Our Ye Olde Meetinghouse Fair and the Spring Yard Sale are always excellent events – and your 
friends and neighbors will appreciate your telling them about this one.  Maybe they’ll even have some-
thing to donate!  We don’t anyone to miss out…. 
 

SEE YOU ON THE 17TH! 

Great S
tuff 

Cheap! 
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Signs of the Season 
 

I noticed the other day some crocuses in my front garden and some daf-
fodils by the Cottage office – sure signs of spring!  Also, with the warmer 
weather one of our staff members recently noticed several “fat robins”.  
For bird and nature watchers, the hymn seems to shout out – “All nature 
seems to sing!” 
 
In early April we were grateful for the wonderful opportunity to hear The 
American Boychoir in concert at First Parish, thanks to the Eleanor Lon-
don Memorial Music Fund and the hard work of our Music Director Josh 
Nannestad.  The concert was a welcome introduction to spring, and a 
great way of putting a bounce in our step and a song in our hearts. 
 

There are other changes in evidence at First Parish this spring.  You may have noticed the Pastor 
Search Committee’s notice board in the Parish Hall lobby, which now indicates that the committee is 
in the interview stage of the search process.  Please continue to support the search process with 
your prayers, as the committee continues to work very hard and intentionally to discern what God 
has planned for First Parish.  They need our continued patience and prayers, without outside distrac-
tion or interference.  In addition, we celebrate Assistant Minister Josh Gray’s recent call to serve as 
pastor at Newmarket Community Church in Newmarket, NH.  This is indeed a bittersweet time for 
our church as we begin to experience the inevitable mix of joy and sadness which is the reality of 
such transitional times. 
 
The coming month of May brings with it new opportunities for joy, fellowship and learning at First 
Parish.  

· On Saturday, May 10th we look forward to our first Energy Fair, thanks to coordinator Peter 
Kane and his committee, which will offer over 20 vendors and lots of fun ways to learn how to 
become more faithful stewards of this wonderful world God has given us.  We hope you will stop 
by. 

· On Saturday, May 17th we continue our earth-saving efforts by re-cycling lots of good used 
household items at our annual Yard Sale.  We thank you for your donations, and encourage you 
to help out as much as you can. 

 
I look forward to seeing you in church and at the special activities First Parish offers us in May.  We 
are indeed blessed this spring! 
 
Peace and shalom, 
���������	�
��
������

From Our Pastor 

Membership Information Meetings 
 

Are you interested in becoming a mem-
ber at First Parish?  Are you new to our church 
community – or have you been around for a 
while and think you might be ready to formally 
become a member?   

If you answer is yes to either of these 
questions, you are cordially invited to and In-
quirers Meeting on Sunday, May 4th at 11:30 in 

the Pastor’s office.  Your questions about our 
beliefs, programs or history are most welcome!  
Two additional Sunday morning meetings will 
follow, at the same time and place, on May 
11th, and May 25th.  Membership Sunday is 
June 8th.   

We hope to see you there.  Questions?  
See Rev. David Stryker. 
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It is with mixed emotions of joy and sadness that 
I write this Spire article this month.  I have been 
called to be the new settled pastor of Newmar-
ket Community Church in Newmarket, New 
Hampshire.  Many of you are aware that on April 
13th I preached a candidating sermon at New-
market Community Church and immediately fol-
lowing that service I was accepted by a congre-
gational vote to be their new pastor of their 
church effective July 1st, 2008.  This is an in-
credible opportunity for me to continue my 
growth and development as a pastor and leader.  
I look forward to the challenge and excitement 
of leading a congregation on their journey of 
faith.  Who knows where God will take us!   
 
Annie, Caroline and I will be moving to Newmar-
ket to begin the next phase in our lives together, 
and we want to extend a huge thank you to the 
First Parish community for all of your support 
and love over the past four years.  The support 
you have shown us throughout the years has 
been incredible.  You have embraced us as your 
own and we are so thankful for that.  This com-
munity has been instrumental in my growth in 
faith and in ministry.  In my time at First Parish I 
have grown to know and love many people in a 
truly deep and profound.  You will all hold a very 
special place in my heart for a long time to 
come.   
 
As I move forward in my ministry so too does 
First Parish.  Your search committee is hard at 

work discerning who God is calling to be your 
new settled pastor.  Over the next several 
months there will be many changes at First Par-
ish, and this is something to look forward to.  
Change can be a very good and healthy thing.  
Change is not something to fear but is instead 
something to embrace.  God is at work in the 
decisions we make in our lives, and God surely 
is at work guiding this church towards its future.   
 
I want to say a very special thank you to all of 
the youth in this church.  You guys have been a 
true blessing to my ministry.  You have been 
both challenging and enlightening.  You have 
stolen my clothes when I was in the shower.  
You have laughed at me and with me.  You 
have prayed with me and shared with me.  But 
most of all you have allowed me to be your pas-
tor.  I thank you for all of it.  I have enjoyed 
every moment with you all and hope that in the 
years to come you will be able to remember that 
you have a place in God’s holy family.  No mat-
ter what happens in the many twists and turns of 
your lives know that where you go so too goes 
your God. 
 
First Parish will always hold a special place in 
my heart and I will continue to keep this commu-
nity in my thoughts and prayers as I move into a 
new phase in my ministry.  I thank this congre-
gation for the many ways you have blessed my 
life, and I know that there are many new and 
wonderful things in the future for First Parish of 
Westwood.  I leave you with the words from Ro-
mans 15:13, which is one of my favorite pas-
sages from the Bible:  “May the God of hope fill 
you with all joy and peace in believing so that 
you may abound in hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.”    Amen!   

From 
Assistant Minister  

Josh Gray 

Graduate Recognition 

In the June issue of the Spire, First Parish 
would like to list the names and future plans of 
any First Parish high school students graduat-
ing this year – as well as the names, school and 
degree of our graduating “alums”. 

If you know of anyone who should be recog-
nized, please contact the church office at 781-
326-5344 or by email at 
parish1st@firstparishwestwood.org. 
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Worship Changes 

Music Sunday and Meetinghouse Concert 

Mother’s Day Men’s Chorus 

 Sunday, May 18th is Music Sunday!  The 
Junior and Senior choirs will take a larger role in 
this service, using anthems and hymns to 
preach, teach, worship, and praise.  You can 
look forward to hearing some new classical 
pieces, as well as some of this year’s past an-
thems that we really enjoyed singing.  The or-
gan, brass, and singers young and old will make 

a joyful noise throughout the morning. 
 All of this worship will also put you in the 
frame of mind to enjoy an afternoon concert…a 
reprise appearance of The Sisters of Swing  is 
scheduled for 4PM in the Meetinghouse.  
Please come and enjoy!  Tickets are $12; $10/
seniors and students; $30 family maximum. 

 Sunday, May  11th is Mother’s Day.  As 
has become our tradition, the ladies of the choir 
will take a well-deserved rest.  All gentlemen of 
the congregation are invited to participate in the 
First Parish Men’s Chorus.  If you would like to 
sing for just one Sunday, you are invited to 
come to the Meetinghouse at 9AM on May 11th 

to rehearse.  We will learn as many songs as 
we can and present them in worship at 10AM!   
 I hope you will consider helping us offer 
this special Mothers Day gift to the congrega-
tion.  Questions?  See Music Director Josh Nan-
nestad. 
 

Over the last year or so, the Worship Ministry 
has been reviewing our Sunday order of wor-
ship and considering ways to make it more 
intentional and meaningful.  In that connec-
tion, we have spent a significant amount of 
time in reviewing our current order of worship 
and engaged in a Saturday morning retreat 
where we examined in great detail what we 
perceive to be important about our worship, 
what its purpose is, why we do certain things 
the way we do, what the consequences of 
worship are,  what our perception of what the 
Sunday worship service was and ways in 
which we could improve our service.  As a 
result, certain themes emerged clearly and 
we have used those themes as a basis for 
changes to our current worship service.  
 
Beginning Sunday May 4 some of the 
changes we believe will enhance our Sunday 
morning service will be implemented.  Some 
of the changes will be quite noticeable; oth-
ers will be more subtle.  One of the most no-
ticeable will be the relocation of our morning 

announcements (with certain exceptions) to 
the end of our service.  We believe this will 
result in a smoother course of worship and 
that people will go forth with the announce-
ments fresh in their minds.  Another change 
will be moving our welcoming and greeting 
ritual which may, or may not depending on 
the Sunday, include passing of the peace to 
the very beginning of the service.  One of the 
things we are attempting to accomplish is to 
avoid disruptions within the service itself 
which at times have been distracting.   
 
We will continue to review the changes as we 
go along and we welcome your comments, 
input and suggestions.  Please let me or any 
member of the Worship Ministry know your 
thoughts on what we are doing.   This will be 
a learning process for all us, but the intention 
is to make the service more meaningful to all.   
 
������������  
Chairperson, Ministry of Worship 
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In 1 Peter 2:4-5 it says, Come to the Lord as a living stone…chosen and 
precious in God's sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into 
a spiritual house to offer spiritual sacrifices.  Who succeeds in creating 
such an ideal home for God? If you've had a version of the message be-
low sent to you by an internet friend, it is because they see something 
that many of us miss as we whisk through our daily lives. It was written 
for mothers, but applies to all parents equally.  
 
 
“I'm invisible. It all began to make sense, the blank stares, the lack of re-
sponse, the way one of the kids will walk into the room while I'm on the 
phone and ask to be taken to the store. Inside I'm thinking, 'Can't you 

see I'm on the phone?' Obviously not; no one can see if I'm on the phone, or cooking, or sweeping 
the floor, or even standing on my head in the corner, because no one can see me at all. I'm invisible. 
The invisible Mom. 
 
Some days I am only a pair of hands, nothing more: Can you fix this? Can you tie this? Can you 
open this? Some days I'm not a pair of hands; I'm not even a human being. I'm a clock to ask, 'What 
time is it?' I'm a satellite guide to answer, 'What number is the Disney Channel?' I'm a car to order, 
'Right around 5:30, please.' 
 
I was certain that these were the hands that once held books and the eyes that studied history and 
the mind that graduated summa cum laude - but now they had disappeared into the peanut butter, 
never to be seen again. She's going, she's going, and she's gone! 
 
One night, a group of us were having dinner, celebrating the return of a friend. Janice had just gotten 
back from a fabulous trip, and she was going on and on about the hotel she stayed in. I was sitting 
there, looking around at the others all put together so well. It was hard not to compare and feel sorry 
for myself as I looked down at my out-of-style dress; it was the only thing I could find that was clean. 
My unwashed hair was pulled up in a hair clip and I was afraid I could actually smell peanut butter in 
it. I was feeling pretty pathetic when Janice turned to me with a beautifully wrapped package, and 
said, 'I brought you this.' It was a book on the great cathedrals of Europe. I wasn't exactly sure why 
she'd given it to me until I read her inscription: 'To Charlotte, with admiration for the greatness of 
what you are building when no one sees.' 
 
In the days ahead I would read - no, devour - the book. And I would discover what would become for 
me, four life-changing truths, after which I could pattern my work: 
 
    No one can say who built the great cathedrals - we have no record of their names. 
    These builders gave their whole lives for a work they would never see finished. 
    They made great sacrifices and expected no credit. 
    The passion of their building was fueled by their faith that the eyes of God saw everything. 
 
A legendary story in the book told of a rich man who came to visit a cathedral while it was being 
built, and he saw a workman carving a tiny bird on the inside of a beam. He was puzzled and asked 
the man, 'Why are you spending so much time carving that bird into a beam that will be covered by 
the roof? No one will ever see it.' And the workman replied, 'Because God sees.' 
 
I closed the book, feeling a missing piece fall into place. It was almost as if I heard God whispering 
to me, 'I see you, Charlotte. I see the sacrifices you make every day, even when no one around you 
does. No act of kindness you've done, no sequin you've sewn on, no cupcake you've baked, is too 

(Continued on page 8) 

Donna Bertazzoni 
Church School  
Administrator 
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small for me to notice and smile over. You are building a great cathedral, but you can't see right now 
what it will become.' 
 
At times, my invisibility feels like an affliction. But it is not a disease that is erasing my life. It is the 
cure for the disease of my own self-centeredness. It is the antidote to my strong, stubborn pride. I 
keep the right perspective when I see my self as a great builder. As one of the people who show up 
at a job that they will never see finished, to work on something that their name will never be on. The 
writer of the book went so far as to say that no cathedrals could ever be built in our lifetime because 
there are so few people willing to sacrifice to that degree. 
 
When I really think about it, I don't want my son to tell the friend he's bringing home from college for 
Thanksgiving, 'My Mom gets up at 4 in the morning and bakes homemade pies, and then she hand 
bastes a turkey for three hours and presses all the linens for the table.' That would mean I'd built a 
shrine or a monument to myself. I just want him to want to come home. And then, if there is anything 
more to say to his friend, to add, 'You're gonna love it there.' 
 
 

As parents, we are building great cathedrals. We cannot be seen if we're doing it right. And one day, 
it is very possible that the world will marvel, not only at what we have built, but at the beauty that 
has been added to the world by the sacrifices of invisible women. Great Job, MOM! 
 
Happy Mother's Day, 
�����������������

Bertazzoni 
(Continued from page 7) 
 

Church School Update 
 

Sunday, May 4:  
· Mini Walk for Hunger:  students will walk at the high 
      school during the regularly scheduled class time. 
· Confirmation Class:  11:30 in the Vogel Room 
 
Sunday, May 11: 
· 10AM worship & church school classes 
· Ministry of Christian Education meeting:  11:30 in the 
      Cottage 
· Confirmation Class:  11:30 in the Vogel Room 
 
Sunday, May 18: 
· 10AM worship, Music Sunday, Graduate Recognition,  &  
      church school classes 
· SHYF Extreme Breakfast:  10:15AM in the kitchen 
· Confirmation Class:  11:30 AM in the Vogel Room 
· Sisters of Swing concert:  4PM in the Meetinghouse 
 
Sunday, May 25: 
· 10AM worship and K-8 Adventure Group church school  
       lesson 

Scholarship  
Applications 

 First Parish high school 
seniors and current college 
students are invited to apply 
for scholarship awards from 
the Memorial Scholarship Fund 
by June 1st.  Previous scholar-
ship recipients are eligible but 
must re-apply each year. 
 Requests should be 
written by the student and sent 
to the Memorials Committee at 
First Parish.  Requests re-
ceived after the deadline can-
not be considered, as the Me-
morials Committee will deter-
mine awards at its June meet-
ing. 
 Scholarship awards are 
provided by interest earned by 
the Memorial Scholarship 
Fund.  Capital contributions to 
the Scholarship Fund, memo-
rial or otherwise, are always 
welcome. 
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From Our Faith 
Community 

Nurse 
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Book Group Chooses 
“History of the End of the World” for May  

Fox Hill Bible Study 

 On Thursday, May 15th, 
at 10:30 AM, Rev. David 
Stryker will lead a Bible study 
group at Fox Hill Village. 

 If you do not live at Fox 
Hill and would like to attend 
the meeting, please contact 
Rev. Stryker at 781-326-0135 

Please join us at 7:30 
PM on Wednesday, May 28th 
to discuss A History of the End 
of the World: How the Most 
Controversial Book in the Bi-
ble Changed the Course of 
Western Civilization, by  
Kirsch, Jonathan. 

In a compulsively read-
able style, Kirsch shows how 
the Book of Revelation, which 
almost didn’t make it into the 

New Testament, has been 
used as a justification for cul-
ture wars from the earliest 
times to the present. A fasci-
nating and controversial mix of 
history, current events, and 
religion., the book should 
make for an interesting discus-
sion. 

For more information 
contract Martha Crawford at 
781 326 0701. 

Thank You 
From the Ministry of Worship 

 
 As most know, First Parish Church has 
a long history of outreach to many causes in 
Massachusetts, the United States and 
throughout the World.  Over the years, we 
have generously supported many worthy 
causes.  What is less known is the fact that a 
number of years ago, the Deacons Fund was 
established as a line item in our budget.  The 
sole purpose of this fund is to provide finan-
cial assistance to those members of our own 
church family that may be struggling finan-
cially for any one of a number of reasons.  
The Deacons Fund is supported solely by vol-
untary contributions made by our parishion-
ers.  The pink envelopes you see in the pew 
racks have been placed there to allow you to 
make donations to that fund.   

The Worship Ministry, earlier this year, 
decided to make the Deacons Fund a point of 
emphasis on the first Sunday of each month 
to remind the congregation both of the exis-
tence of this fund and its purpose.  We felt it 
was particularly necessary to do so this year 

in light of the greatly escalated costs of both 
natural gas and home heating oil.  These 
costs have placed economic pressures on 
some who have never had financial concerns 
in the past.   

The response from you, the congrega-
tion, has been most heartwarming.  Since 
January 1, 2008, approximately $1,550.00 
has been received for this fund.  We, as a 
ministry, want to take this opportunity to thank 
you for your generosity and remind you of its 
continuing importance.   
 You should also be aware that the pro-
ceeds of the fund are distributed by our pas-
tors on a strictly confidential basis.  If anyone 
of you is experiencing financial hardship, we 
would encourage you to speak with Reverend 
Stryker or Josh Gray to make known your 
need for assistance from his fund.  To date 
this year approximately $1,200.00 has been 
disbursed to assist those in our congregation 
in need.   
 

Thank You 

Who Owns? 

We have two large clear 
plastic totes with green covers 
that need to be returned to their 
owner.  They contained  Butter-
cup Spode China donated to 
the Collectibles Table.   

Please contact Martha 
Crawford at 781 326 0701. 

 The Rice family would 
like to thank al our friends, 
members and staff of First Par-
ish for their loving thoughts, 
sympathy and comfort in our 
time of sorrow over our loss of 
Sylvia – a wonderful wife, 
mother and grandmother. 
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�



 11 

Rosie’s Place Volunteers 
Monday, May 19 th  

 

NOTE:  Please make ham & cheese  on wheat bread, with no 
condiments, for a healthier meal.  Do not wrap individually.    
  

Drivers:   B. Jorgensen & B. Jorgensen  
 

Fruit (canned fruit cocktail; maximum $5) 
B. Jorgensen  T. Bruno L. McKenzie 
S. Dobra  J. Holbrook J. Marsh 
C. Robinson 
 
Sandwiches : (12-14 ham & cheese on wheat) 
L. Owen L. Mackenzie  L. Liebrock 
J. Germano P. Oliveri  M. Speros 
K. Ginsberg L. Domina  T. Berg 
C. Getman S. Reever 

Altar Flowers 

Sunday, May 4:  
Given by Judy Thomson, in 
memory of her husband, 
Brock. 
 

Sunday, May 11: 
Given by  Susan, Joseph and 
Christopher Abbadessa, in lov-
ing memory of Susan’s par-
ents, Waldo & Margaret Smith. 
 

Sunday, May 18: 
Given by Louise Donovan & 
family, in memory of Ross 
Donovan. 
 

Sunday, May 25: 
Given by Elvin Fowell, in mem-
ory of his mother, Dorothy 
Fowell. 

Coffee Volunteers 

Sunday, May 5 th: 
The Friedl and Ellis families 
 
Sunday, May 11 th: 
The Worths 
 
Sunday, May 18 th: 
???????? 

 
Sunday, May 25 th: 
????????? 
 

Senior Moments 

Retired Men’s Club 
Breakfast 

Nursery Volunteers Needed 

 The Senior Moments 
Fellowship Group will meet on 
Thursday, April 3rd, at 11:30 
AM in the Parish Hall.  All sen-
iors are invited to bring a bag 
lunch – coffee and dessert are 
provided.   

This is a great opportu-
nity to gather together, just be-

cause it’s fun!   The group 
meets on the first Thursday of 
every month in the Parish Hall, 
unless otherwise noted.  If you 
did not receive a postcard with 
the yearly schedule, please 
contact the church office and 
one will be mailed to you. 
  

Volunteers are needed to staff our nursery this spring.  
The schedule is listed below.  If you can help fill in some of the 
open dates, please sign up on the bulletin board in the Parish.  If 
possible, we would like to have 2 adults (or an adult & teenager) 
in the nursery each Sunday.   

If you have any questions, please contact Cathy Ellis, 
781-326-5796 
 

 May 4:  June 1:  
 Cathy Ellis  ??????? 

 
 May 11:  June 8:  
 ????????  ??????? 

  
 May 18:  June 15: 
 ????????  ???????? 

 
 May 25:  June 22:  

 The Retired Men’s Club 
will meet on Thursday, May 
15th for its annual breakfast 
meeting.  Guest Speaker is 
Joe Morgan, former Red Sox 
player and Manager.  All re-
tired men in Westwood and 
surrounding communities are 
welcome to attend.  Reserva-
tions are required  because 
breakfast will be served.   


